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Introduction

Thank You for Purchasing a John Deere
Product

We appreciate having you as a customer and wish you
many years of safe and satisfied use of your machine.

Using Your Operator’s Manual

This manual is an important part of your machine and
should remain with the machine when you sell it.

Reading your operator’s manual will help you and others
avoid personal injury or damage to the machine.
Information given in this manual will provide the operator
with the safest and most effective use of the machine.
Knowing how to operate this machine safely and correctly

will allow you to train others who may operate this machine.

If you have an attachment, use the safety and operating
information in the attachment operator's manual along with
the machine operator's manual to operate the attachment
safely and correctly.

This manual and safety signs on your machine may also be
available in other languages (see your authorized dealer to
order).

Sections in your operator's manual are placed in a specific
order to help you understand all the safety messages and
learn the controls so you can operate this machine safely.
You can also use this manual to answer any specific
operating or servicing questions. A convenient index
located at the end of this book will help you to find needed
information quickly.

The machine shown in this manual may differ slightly from
your machine, but will be similar enough to help you
understand our instructions.

RIGHT-HAND and LEFT-HAND sides are determined by
facing in the direction the machine will travel when going
forward. When you see a broken line (------ ), the item
referred to is hidden from view.

Before delivering this machine, your dealer performed a
predelivery inspection to ensure best performance.

Machine Use

This machine is designed solely for use in customary lawn
and turf mowing operations. Use in any other way is
considered as contrary to the intended use.

The manufacturer accepts no liability for damage or injury
resulting from this misuse, and these risks must be borne
solely by the user. Compliance with and strict adherence to
the conditions of operation, service and repair as specified
by the manufacturer also constitute essential elements for

the intended use.

This machine should be operated, serviced and repaired
only by persons familiar with all its particular characteristics
and acquainted with the relevant safety rules (accident
prevention). The accident prevention regulations, all other
generally recognized regulations on safety and
occupational medicine and the road traffic regulations must
be observed at all times.

Setting fuel delivery beyond published factory
specifications or otherwise overpowering will result in loss
of warranty protection for this machine.

Any arbitrary modifications carried out on this machine will
relieve the manufacturer of all liability for any resulting
damage or injury.

Special Messages

Your manual contains special messages to bring attention
to potential safety concerns, machine damage as well as
helpful operating and servicing information. Please read all
the information carefully to avoid injury and machine
damage.

A CAUTION: Avoid injury! This symbol and text
highlight potential hazards or death to the
operator or bystanders that may occur if the
hazards or procedures are ignored.

IMPORTANT: Avoid damage! This text is used to tell
the operator of actions or conditions that might

result in damage to the machine.

NOTE: General information is given throughout the
manual that may help the operator in the operation or
service of the machine.
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Product Identification

Record Identification Numbers

1200A PIN (190001- )

If you need to contact an Authorized Service Center for
information on servicing, always provide the product model
and identification numbers.

You will need to locate the identification numbers for the
product. Record the information in the spaces provided
below.

Mif
DATE OF PURCHASE:

DEALER NAME:

DEALER PHONE:

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (A):

ENGINE SERIAL NUMBER (B):

Product Identification
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publication. The right is reserved to
make changes at any time without
notice.
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Safety

Operator Training Required

* The owner of the machine is responsible for training the
users and mechanics of the machine.

* The owner/user can prevent and is responsible for
accidents or injuries occurring to themselves, other people,
or property.

* Do not allow operation or service of the machine by
untrained adults.

* Do not let children operate the machine. Local regulations
may restrict the age of the operator.

* The operator or user is responsible for accidents or
hazards occurring to other people or their property.

e All drivers should seek and obtain professional and
practical instruction. Such instruction should emphasize:

» the need for care and concentration when working
with ride-on machines.

* control of a ride-on machine sliding on a slope will
not be regained by the application of the brake.

* The main reasons for loss of control are:
* insufficient wheel grip;
* being driven too fast;
* inadequate braking;
* the type of machine is unsuitable for its task;

* lack of awareness of the effect of ground conditions,
especially slopes;
* incorrect hitching and load distribution.

* Read the operator's manual and study the safety and
operation sections before operating the machine.

¢ If the operator of the machine cannot read or understand
this manual, it is the machine’s owner responsibility to
explain this material to the operator. This publication is
available in other languages.

* Operate the machine in an open, unobstructed area
under the direction of an experienced operator.

¢ | earn the use of all controls.

 Operator experience is required to learn the moving,
stopping, turning and other operating characteristics of the
machine.

Operating Safely

* Only allow responsible adults, who are familiar with the
instructions, to operate the machine.

* Inspect machine before you operate. Be sure hardware is
tight. Repair or replace damaged, badly worn, or missing

parts. Be sure guards and shields are in good condition
and fastened in place. Make any necessary adjustments
before you operate.

* Know location of controls and how and what they operate.

* Make sure spark plug, muffler, fuel cap and air cleaner are
in place before starting the engine.

* Check before each use that operator presence controls
are functioning correctly. Test safety systems. Do not
operate unless they are functioning correctly.

* Slow down and be careful of traffic when operating near
or crossing roadways. Use care when approaching blind
corners, shrubs, trees, or other objects that may obscure
vision.

* Sit on the center of the seat and keep both feet within the
foot platform perimeter. Clean foot platform if dirty, and
remove any debris from around foot controls.

* Always use both hands for steering.

* Do not change the engine governor setting or overspeed
the engine.

* Check brake action before beginning vehicle operation.
Adjust or service the brakes as necessary.

* If you hit an object or if abnormal vibration occurs, stop
the machine and inspect it. Make repairs before you
operate. Keep machine and attachments properly
maintained and in good working order.

* To provide adequate braking ability and traction, do not
tow any attachment that is heavier than the weight of the
machine.

* Do not leave vehicle unattended when it is running.

* Operate during daylight or with good artificial light and if
you drive at night, use the lights.

* Do not operate vehicle if under the influence of alcohol or
other drugs.

* Avoid sudden starts, stops, or turns.

* Do not wear radio or music headphones. Safe service and
operation requires your full attention.

* Use only accessories and attachments approved by the
manufacturer of the machine. Keep safety labels visible
when installing accessories and attachments.

* Keep hands and feet away from all moving parts.

* Spikes have sharp points. Wear gloves and handle with
care.

* Stop machine if anyone enters the area.

* Store attachment with spikes against wall or floor to avoid
accidental contact.

* The machine is not intended for use on public roads. It is
to be used for off-road use only.

Safety - 1
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